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I. The Season of Grace
- This Season runs from December through February and obviously highlights the character trait 

we’re studying today.
- Advent, Christmas, Valentines, and Canada’s Family Day are all amazing times to reflect on the 

grace of God — each in their own unique way.

II. The Definition of Grace
- A Secular Definition 

- According to Merriam-Webster, there are two appropriate definitions for our understanding.
- First, it’s defined as “unmerited divine assistance given to humans for their regeneration or 

sanctification,” “a virtue coming from God,” and “a state of sanctification enjoyed through 
divine assistance.”

- The second definition includes simply, “approval, favor, mercy, pardon, a special favor, 
privilege, disposition to or an act or instance of kindness, courtesy, or clemency, or reprieve.

- A Biblical Definition
- James’ two references to grace were the first recorded instances of the idea in the New 

Testament Scriptures. 
- James 4:6; Psalm 138:6; Proverbs 3:34; Matthew 23:12
- According to the first usage of grace in the New Testament, it appears that God pours 

favor and benefit on the humble. 
- Of the Gospel writers, Luke actually refers to the idea of grace the most, but the Greek word 

he uses is only translated “grace” one of those times.
- Luke 6:32 — The Greek word often translated “grace” looks and sounds like the name 

Charis. And that word in Luke 6:32 is interpreted “credit.”
- Luke 17:9 — In this verse the word charis is translated “thank.” 
- Luke 2:40 — This usage is move consistent with the idea we’re discussing today, but 

this verse doesn’t exactly explain what it means to have God’s grace on us.
- Luke 1:30 — Mary found favor with God, not credit.

- Paul uses the word a lot.
- Romans 3:23-24 

- First, grace brings salvation. 
- Second, grace instructs.

- II Timothy 2:1 — Grace makes us strong.
- “Grace is that unmerited favor of God shown to man primarily in the person and work of 

Jesus Christ.” -Charles Ryrie-
- Common grace is the unmerited favor God pours on all creation. He sends the rain and 

sun, He restrains mankind from acting on their total depravity, and He convicts us of sin, 
righteous, and judgement. Everything in everyone’s life that isn’t death in hell is a 
product of God’s grace.

- Saving grace encapsulates the grace that comes to us in Justification as well as 
Sanctification and will one day come to full-fruition in Glorification.
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III. Man’s Response to God’s Grace
- First, we must submit to His grace by His grace. 

- Do not reject it. Do not fight it. Do not pridefully try to douse the Son. Instead, lean into it. 
Embrace it. 

- Second, be thankful for it. Everything that is not eternal separation from God in hell is a product of 
His unmerited favor. We don’t deserve anything we’re experiencing right now, both the 
comfortable and the uncomfortable.
- Hopefully, it’s easy for you to recognize God’s grace in the windfalls and the good times. Far 

too many professing Christians don’t see it the way they should. 
- But do you see God’s grace in the bankruptcy, cancer, and political losses? You deserve hell. 

Living in a country with your political opponent at the helm is so much better than hell! We 
don’t deserve such grace!

- When we truly understand the nature of God’s grace, we must embrace it and praise God for it.
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