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I. Compassion is Required to Live Graciously.
- James 5:11; Colossians 3:12 
- According to Merriam-Webster, compassion is “sympathetic consciousness of others' distress 

together with a desire to alleviate it.”
- If you break the word down it refers to “feeling together.” Sympathy has the idea of feeling for 

someone, empathy is feeling the same as someone, and compassion is a feeling-together with 
someone with the added desire to relieve the distress.

- The Greek word in James 5 adds the idea of the heart being filled with pity. Merriam-Webster 
defines pity as “sympathetic sorrow for one suffering, distressed, or unhappy.”

- But what’s really interesting is that the biblical concept of compassion is so incredibly closely tied 
to mercy. One of the Greek words we’re going to consider later is translated “compassion” twice 
and “mercy” 25 times.

- The reason for this is that compassion is one of the motivations for mercy. Justice demands 
consequences, but compassion embraces mercy. Compassion looks at someone for the pitiable 
individual they are and desires to work with them to help them. 

- Grace does not exist without mercy, and mercy doesn’t exist without compassion. Therefore, we 
will never be the gracious people God wants us to be if we don’t have compassion on the people 
in our lives. We need to not just acknowledge their position, we need to feel something for them.

II. Compassion is for All of God’s People.
- Matthew 9:36 
- Guys, if you believe that men don’t have to be compassionate, you’re a fool. Ladies, if you believe 

that compassion is a sign of weakness, you’re also a fool. Compassion is a quality of God. If you 
are a child of God, you must be compassionate as Jesus is compassionate. Your age, your sex, 
your job title, your popularity, your nothing gives you a pass in this area. 

- Now, if you want to know if you’re truly a compassionate person, ask as many people in your life 
as you can. Let them know that the Lord has been convicting you of your need to be more 
compassionate and ask them if they would be willing to help you be honest with yourself. If they 
agree, ask them to define compassion so that you can be on the same page. You could also ask 
them to listen to this episode and them critique you by the understanding we will discuss here. 
And then ask them to give you examples of times that you’ve been compassionate and times that 
you haven’t.

III. True Compassion is Defined by God.
- Compassion requires a foundation of love. 

- Matthew 9:13, 36, 12:7; Hosea 6:6; I Samuel 15:22; I John 1:58
- In these four passages is looks like compassion, loyalty, and obedience are all better than 

sacrifices. But why did Jesus quote from Hosea which references loyalty and yet use a word 
that’s translated compassion and mercy in the New Testament. The Hebrew word translated 
“loyalty” in Hosea 6:6 carries the ideas of devotion, faithfulness, goodness, kindness, 
lovingkindness, righteousness, mercy, and unchanging love. And so we see that Jesus’ use 
of the Greek word translated compassion and mercy is tied to this Hebrew understanding. 

- Disconnected from genuine, biblical love, you will not feel compassion for someone. You 
won’t see them in their desperate need and be moved to show them mercy and grace. Love 
is good, kind, merciful, faithful, and devoted, and compassion always grows from devotion.
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- Jesus said that the two greatest commands are to love God and others. Are you devoted to 
God and devoted to your fellow man? Are you loyal to them in such a way that you can be 
trusted to faithfully seek after their best interest? Are you so devout that their pain moves 
you?

- Compassion involves genuine emotions. 
- Matthew 9:36
- This word translated “compassion” appears 12 times in the New Testament, but it’s a very 

different Greek word. This word refers to being moved in one’s innards. It’s related to another 
word that refers to the organs of the body including the heart, liver, lungs, and is often 
translated “bowels” in the King James Version. It’s an emotion word because it refers 
specifically to the chemical reactions we experience in our organs. There is an emotional 
dynamic to the experience of compassion. It’s completely appropriate to say that Jesus “felt 
compassion.”

- Compassion involves genuine emotions. 
- Matthew 9:36 
- Jesus didn’t just have a baseless emotional surge that wasn’t tied to truth and reality. He 

recognized that they were sheep without a shepherd. He knew their greatest need, He knew 
they were lost, and His emotions were stirred by that truth. 

- Burk Parsons says, “Don't let your feelings inform your doctrine, make your doctrine inform 
your feelings.”

- Compassion is moved by legitimate need.
- Matthew 14:14, 18:27; Mark 8:2; Luke 15:20; James 2:14-17
- Every needs God.
- Many people need medical help.
- Many people need sustenance.
- Many people need financial help. 
- Compassion feels and it feels deeply. It feels so deeply that it is constrained to do something 

for someone. And it doesn’t just do anything that feels good, it seeks to do that which is in 
the person’s best interest.

- Compassion is not capricious, it’s consistent. Compassion is not pragmatic, it’s 
purposeful.
- Romans 9:15 
- God’s mercy and compassion—His mercy and grace—is tied directly to God’s eternal 

purposes.
- Compassion is unconditional.

- Romans 9:15 
- Just like mercy and grace, we don’t give compassion because the person themselves 

“deserved it.”
- We must never try to justify being compassionless because a person is “underserving.” 

We’re all undeserving! That’s the whole point of mercy and grace . . . we don’t get what we 
deserve; instead we receive what we abundantly do not deserve.

- Compassion is unified in Christ. 
- Philippines 2:1-8
- What is the most encouraging, consoling, loving, affectionate, and compassionate thing we 

can do? We must be unified in the love, spirit, and purpose of Christ. 
- We must be compassionate because God commands it, and we must be compassionate 

because it’s how gracious people live.
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